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Rated 4.0/5 based on 18 reviews Disclaimer: Econortech.co is a participant in the Amazon
Services LLC Associates Program, an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means
for sites to earn advertising fees by advertising and linking to Amazon.com, Amazon.co.uk or
Amazon.ca.Review: ‘Silent Night: Origins’ Disney musical, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, told in
animated form, offers charmingly nostalgic take on romantic classic, with fresh insights. The first
time Orlando Pol was five years old, he saw a silent film for the first time. It was Fritz Lang’s
classic 1919 classic, Metropolis, featuring the world’s first big screen depiction of a mechanized
society – without any music. Though his family had not always been on the cutting edge of
technological advancement, it was easy to see the appeal of machines that were voiced by none
other than the great Mary Pickford, one of Pol’s three grandmothers. “I still remember wondering,
‘What’s happening? Why is she singing?’” he recalled. “It was just fascinating.” Some 30 years
later, Pol returned to the movie, this time with a five-year-old son. He was happily surprised to
discover that Robert Zemeckis’ 1995 update of the Disney musical The Hunchback of Notre Dame
not only featured stunning visual effects (and, for a while, Barbra Streisand’s voice), but also
included traditional songs familiar to the film’s original audience. As if to prove that no two
retellings of the story are exactly alike, Pol’s Disney take – a lovely, witty and playful musical told
in the form of an animated short for use in schools – is decidedly a departure from the original.
The chirpy Cinderella (Zendaya in his muscular form) is more than a bit more adventurous than his
effete predecessor, choosing to attempt a cabaret number as he packs his things, and enjoying an
on-screen kiss that is anything but sappy. The faerie Quasimodo, meanwhile, is more outgoing than
his original incarnation. He spies the world through large, blue eyes, and rides a bike with a girl on
it (much to the distress of a half-pint pig-dog) – not to mention
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