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Large numbers of people were living together in an abandoned, underground network of passages over 1,000 years ago, scientists have discovered. The group of people, who inhabited a network of hollowed-out spaces - known as sub-surface dwellings - in Derbyshire, left their marks in the form of bones and "dusty family possessions".
Archaeologists found more than 200 sites, containing 8,000 people in total. It is the earliest evidence of a mass human settlement in the UK. The team made the discovery after excavating hundreds of sub-surface dwellings in a Derbyshire quarry. The researchers found remains from 25 different individuals - including children as young as
four. "It's almost like a secret family where they're off on their own but their possessions were together," said Dr Gemma Higgs, from the University of Nottingham, and lead author of a research paper published in the journal Antiquity. "They're even wearing the same colour clothes." Image copyright PA Image caption The discovery was
made following the excavation of a 1,000-year-old quarry in Derbyshire "It's the earliest evidence we have of a mass human settlement in the UK. "We were able to estimate the population of a known group of people, and that's significant because those groups are the ones that survive. "A lot of these [prehistoric] groups didn't make it.
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