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History The Osoyoos Indian Reserve No. 20 is located in the south-east
quadrant of the Okanagan Valley. On a clear day from Homewood Mountain,

five hours north of Vancouver BC, the reserve is the fifth largest in British
Columbia, and the largest on the Okanagan escarpment. On the south-west

side of the reserve, the Osoyoos River is a central feature of the valley. From
the mouth of the river to a point five miles upstream is the historic site of

Morice, which until recently was a thriving waterway community. Early Indian
History For several hundred years, a succession of Chinookan and Salishan
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bands occupied this area. The first occupation dates from the late 1700’s. The
Chinook (people) inhabited three main camps and distributed small

settlements along the Okanagan River. They were the Tsayapa, Nistinab and
Nenab bands. Chief Osoyoos (1757-1841), a Nistinab chief, was one of the first

Europeans to visit the valley. He was a well known friend of William Fraser
who was the first British explorer through the valley, and later became the

first non-Indian to settle on the reserve. Chief Osoyoos’ life was documented
in the book, Pioneer of Puget Sound by Willard Bailey. The Nistinab were more
than a hundred years before the arrival of Europeans. The First Nations had a

culture that blended hunting and farming. They would hunt the Chilcotin
Plateau, and also the Fraser Valley. They were the land takers of the

Okanagan valley. Hwy 97 was paved to this valley. Osoyoos Indian Reserve
No. 20 was the first Canadian Indian reserve in the Okanagan Valley. The
Nistinab Clan are still living in Osoyoos Indian Reserve No. 20 today. The
Nistinab are one of the northernmost bands of the Kootenay Tribe. The
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